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Original Research Manuscript 
These reports typically include randomized trials, intervention studies, cohort studies, case-
control studies, epidemiologic assessments, other observational studies, surveys with high 
response rates, cost-effectiveness analyses and decision analyses, translational research and 
studies of screening and diagnostic tests. Each manuscript should clearly state an objective or 
hypothesis. Research articles are generally 3500 words or fewer, exclusive of tables, figures, 
and references, and include the following section headings: Introduction, Materials and 
Methods, Results, Discussion, and Conclusion, which should conform to standard scientific 
reporting style. Systematic reviews with meta-analysis are included under this category. 
 
Review Article 
Review Articles of various types (e.g., Systematic Reviews without meta-analysis, Narrative 
Reviews, Evidence Based Reviews) address current topics of specialty importance.  These are 
commonly written or led by a well-recognized leader in the field and can have a variety of 
lengths and numbers of Figures/Tables depending on content and topic.  Authors should 
generally follow the author guidelines for Original Research Manuscripts for length and 
Table/Figures. 
 
Research Note**  NEW! 
Research Notes (formerly Letters to the Editor) are peer-reviewed publications of clinical or 
laboratory observations, in abbreviated form. Research Notes are limited in scope relative to full 
length Research Manuscripts. Citation research shows that Research Notes are indexed in 
Medline, accessible to literature searches, and cited.  A Research Note must be limited to 900 
words and 2 tables or figures. 

Correspondence and Reply 
Correspondence concerning recent publications in IFAR or other subjects of unique interest to 
the readership will be considered for publication and accepted based on their pertinence, their 
scientific quality, and available space in the Journal. Correspondence can be used for case 
reports that are very unique or treatment techniques (e.g., How I do It) that are of great interest 
to the readership.  When a particular Journal article is referenced in a Correspondence, Reply 
from the authors of the article will be requested. If approved through the editorial processes, the 
Correspondence and relevant Reply will both be published.  Both Correspondence and Reply 
must contain no more than 750 words and begin with the salutation “To the Editor:” 
 
Editorial 
Editorials may address any important topic in medicine, public health, research, discovery, 
prevention, ethics, health policy, or health law and generally are not linked to a specific article. 
Editorials should be focused, scholarly, and clearly presented and should not include the 
findings of new research or data that have not been previously published.  Editorials generally 
have one author but must have no more than 3 authors. Maximum length is up to 1000 words of 
text with one small table or figure, and no more than 10 references. 

Please see the Author Guidelines at the IFAR website for full details on all of 
these options. 


